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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. 31 JANUARY 14, 1916 No. 2 

ILLINOIS PURE-FOOD LAW CONSTRUED. 

HELD BY THE COURTS TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF FOOD PRESERVATIVES CONTAINING 

BORIC ACID. 

The Illinois pure food and drugs act prohibits the sale of food 
containing "any added poisonous or other added deleterious ingre- 
dient which may render such article injurious to health," and declares 
boric acid to be unwholesome and injurious. Another section of the 
same law prohibits the sale of any unwholesome or injurious pre- 
servative intended for use in foods. 

A dealer was convicted of selling a preservative for canned fruit 
and vegetables which contained boric acid. He contended that tho 
article sold was not a food, and it was not proved that it was unwhole- 
some or injurious; but the State court held that the law was broad 
enough to prohibit the sale of any preservative for food which con- 
tained boric acid, and the Supreme Court of tho United Statc3 adopted 
the view of the State court. 

The opinion of the United States Supreme Court is published in this 
issue of the Public Health Reports, page 79. 



THE PRACTICING PHYSICIAN. 

WHAT HE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS AND 
THE REPORTING OF SICKNESS. 

By John W. Tr.vsk, Assistant Surgeon General, Unitod States Public Health Service. 

The practicing physician occupies in the community a position of 
special responsibility. The sick unreservedly trust to him for the 
attention which may mean life or death to them. He is present when 
children are born, administering to both the mother and the child. 
He is aware of the toll being constantly paid to the grim reaper. Of 
the deaths of those who have lived the full span of years, of parents 
who can ill be spared, and of youths and maidens whose lives have 
just begun — of these he knows, for if not present at the hour of death 
it is because he is on his way to the bedside or has but recently left. 
The physician is the first to know when pestilence is abroad in the 
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